
BLYTHEWOOD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
SPECIAL CALL MEETING 

THE MANOR 
100 ALVINA HAGOOD CIRCLE 

BLYTHEWOOD, SC 29016 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 2023 

8:00 AM 
 

AGENDA 
 

Members Present                Staff Present 
Carroll Williamson, Town Admin 

Sloan Griffin          Pete Balthazor, Town Attorney (left after                                                                    
Donald Brock                  executive session)                                                         
Rich McKenrick     
Bryan Franklin, Mayor 
Eddie Baughman, Mayor Pro Tem (arrived at 8:55 a.m.)                                     
                                                 

             
 Members Absent                 Staff Absent 
             None                                                         None 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bryan Franklin at 8:05 a.m. 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
Councilman Eddie Baughman was not present at this time.  All other Councilmembers and 
Mayor were present.  A quorum was established. 
 

B. NOTIFICATION AND POSTING OF THE MEETING AGENDA 
Town Administrator Williamson confirmed that the agenda was properly posted and the 
media notified. 
 

C. APPROVAL OF THE  AGENDA 
 
Councilman Brock made a motion to approve the agenda.  Councilman Griffin seconded.  All 
in favor: 4-0. 
 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –  Mayor Franklin  
E. INVOCATION –  Mayor Franklin 

 
 

II. EXECUTIVE SESSION- Per SC Section 30-4-70 
 

A. Discussion of proposed purchase of property 
 
Councilman Brock made a motion to enter into executive session.  Councilman 
Griffin seconded.  All in favor: 4-0.  Town Council entered into executive session at 
8:09 a.m. 
 

III.  RECONVENE 
 
Mayor Franklin resumed open session at 8:21 a.m. 
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IV.       ITEMS REQUIRING A VOTE FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
V. COUNCIL GOAL SETTING SESSION  

 
Councilman Eddie Baughman joined the Town Council meeting at 8:55 a.m. 
 
A. Mayor’s Remarks 

Mayor Franklin introduced the goal setting session as the continuation of Council’s last 
strategic planning session in January 2021. He then introduced the discussion leader Mr. 
Charlie Barrineau, Field Manager for the Municipal Association of South Carolina. 
 

B. Charlie Barrineau of Municipal Association of South Carolina 
Mr. Barrineau began with a presentation explaining the importance of annual goal setting 
sessions as a basis for the coming budget year and explained how the process would work.   
Mayor Franklin requested print-outs of the previous strategic plan as a way to facilitate 
discussion.  Then Mayor Franklin led the discussion, walking Council through the previous 
goals, how they have been implemented so far, and how they line up with the approved long-
term goals from the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.   
Mr. Barrineau updated these goals by consolidating similar goals together: 

•  Communications Strategy  
o Document stakeholders match to Town goal/priority 
o Assignment councilmember and/or staff to stakeholder    

• Engage lobbyist/advocacy firm (possibly in conjunction with regional 
municipalities)  

o Focus on strategic goals 
• Events (Goal #2 and #6 2021) 

o Quality or quantity  
o Decide who manages  
o How to fund? (hospitality tax or general fund)  

• Veterans Park (Goal #1 2021) 
o Town currently has budgeted $40K in 2022/23 budget of an estimated 

$260K cost 
o Seek other funding partners, grants, etc.   
o Privately raised support?  

• Transportation/Connectivity (Ties goal #3 and #9 from 2021) 
o McNulty Street and Creech Rd have been modernized and are now the 

new Blythewood Town Center District reflecting creating the circular 
town center of Blythewood our historical culture. 
Quarterly engagement with RC, SCDOT, GOV Office, State 
House/Senate 
Planning Commission Comp/Master Plan rewrite 

o Plan design and implement streets, sidewalks and I-77 bridge fencing 
Planning Commission Comp/Master Plan rewrite 
Quarterly engagement with RC, SCDOT, GOV Office, State 
House/Senate 

• Annexation strategy (Goal #4 2021) 
o Consider engagement of consultant  
o Budget funding for support 2023/2024 budget 

• Industrial park (Goal #5 2021) 
o Annex northwest portion  
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• Development of multipurpose civic center (Goal #7 2021) 
o Bethel-Hanberry Elementary School gymnasium  

• Premier sports venue (Goal #8 2021) 
o Acquire land  
o Engage designer and develop master plan  
o Advocate for funding and seek funding opportunities 

•  Environmental Stewardship (Goal #10 2021) 
o Town has purchased 4 acres  
o Seek funding to construct (multi-year) 
o Ensure that community input is sought (livability)  
o Traditional Recreational Open Space Zoning  

• New revenues (Goal #11 2021)  
o Reallocation within current budget  
o Strategic use of hospitality taxes  

Mayor Franklin suggested that Council review these revised goals and resume discussion 
at a later date. 

 
VI.       ACTION ITEM  

 
A. Discussion and Approval of a Proposed Policy to Allocate Hospitality and 

Accommodations Tax  Funds  
Town Council began the discussion of this action item at 11:31 a.m. Town 
Councilman Williamson explained that this discussion was a follow-up from the 
December 19 Town Council meeting with the intent to vote on the new Hospitality 
and Accommodations Tax Fund Policy. 
Councilman Brock walked Council through some of the changes since the last 
meeting, largely to bring in policy portions from the application and include them in 
the policy instead.  Councilman Brock removed the language about discretionary 
funds for Council members after a response from the Town Attorney.  But he pointed 
out the added criteria that would regulate the Outside Agency Requests (from general 
fund). 
Ms. Gena Dow of the Blythewood Bengals Football Club asked what she needed to do 
differently and how this would affect programs like hers.  Councilman Brock 
responded that her organization would not be eligible for hospitality and 
accommodations tax funds, but pointed out that she could possibly be eligible for 
funding from the general fund. Ms. Dow and Councilmen Brock, Griffin, and 
McKenrick had a long discussion about the use of these funds, including future 
investment in Doko Meadows Park.  Mayor Franklin said that the development of 
newly acquired town property for fields and the potential purchase of the Bethel 
Hanberry Gymnasium would give organizations like Ms. Dow’s more opportunities in 
the Town. 
Mr. Phil Frye of the Greater Blythewood Chamber of Commerce first asked about the 
sponsorship that the Town pays from the general fund and the criteria proposed for 
Outside Agency Requests.  Councilman Brock stated that, under the proposed rules, 
the Chamber could not receive funds from Outside Agency Requests if it was also 
receiving LAT and H Tax funds.  Mayor Franklin stated that the tough decisions will 
come in this year’s budget discussions and how to use portions of the general fund, 
including community promotions.  He also pointed out that as revenue streams 
increase for the Town, the thresholds for these events may increase as well.  
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Councilman McKenrick requested that Mr. Frye be patient and wait for this year’s 
budget discussion.  Councilman Griffin and Mr. Frye discussed the mission of the 
Chamber and what its expectations were for the Councilmembers.  Mr. Frye stated that 
Town Council assists in providing infrastructure for the Town. Councilman Baughman 
said that the Diamond Invitational and the Parks Hutto Golf Tournament are geared 
towards the youth and bring in lots of tourists to the Town.  He said that no one he 
spoke with wants to see events cut or eliminated.  He said that while the Town has 
always fully funded the requests in the past, there has still been a surplus at the end of 
each year that has continued to grow.   
 

Councilman Griffin made a motion to approve the policy as presented.  Councilman Brock 
requested to add the following two paragraphs to the policy: 
 

• By affirming this policy, Council further establishes the following review process 
pertaining to the SAT and LAT/HTAX applications, the aforementioned policy and 
the Excel formula-driven worksheet.    

• Any update or amendment to the applications, policy, or Excel formula-driven 
worksheet would require a super majority vote from council and may be reviewed 
once annually prior to the SAT, LAT and HTAX application process.  
 

Councilman Griffin amended his motion to include Councilman Brock’s amendment.  
Councilman Brock seconded the motion.  Mayor Franklin requested a roll call vote: 
Councilman Griffin- yes, Councilman Brock- yes, Mayor Franklin- yes, Councilman 
Baughman- no, Councilman McKenrick- yes.  The motion passed 4-1.  
  
Councilman McKenrick said that Richland County also receives Hospitality Tax funding and 
should be a source of funding for these events as well and he encouraged the previous 
applicants to apply for funding from the County. Councilman Brock said that the park is 
getting older and more maintenance costs are likely forthcoming in the future.  He 
encouraged public participation in the approaching budget process.    
Council recessed for 10 minutes. 
 

VII. WORKING LUNCH WITH RICHLAND COUNTY COUNCILMAN DERREK PUGH 
 
County Councilman Pugh led a discussion on two ideas: impact fees and a housing moratorium as 
responses to expected high growth in and around Blythewood.  He also welcomed requests for 
funding from the County’s hospitality tax funds. 

 
VIII. DISCUSSION ITEM  

 
A. Interviews with Consultants for Land Usage Ordinance Rewrite  

 
Town Council held 2 interviews:  
Kendig Keast Collaborative, represented by Ms. Kelli McCormick and Mr. Bret Keast 
(remotely)  
and  
Stewart, Inc., represented by Mr. Ben Cotton and Mr. Jay McLeod. 
 
Planning Commission Chair Mr. Malcolm Gordge attended and participated in the interview.  
Councilman Baughman was absent during the first interview.  Councilmen Brock and Griffin 
were absent during the second interview.   
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IX.        ADJOURNMENT 

 
Councilman Baughman made a motion to adjourn. Councilman McKenrick seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The meeting adjourned at 4:37 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
___________________ 
Carroll Williamson, Town Administrator 

 
 
 


